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book has an alternative name; it is also called the
Jnanamrtasaram, the (essence of the nectar of
(spiritual) wisdom ', a most suitable name ; it teaches us
that the very essence of all wisdom is devoted service
to and knowledge of the Lord. And surely that is a
large part of the message so desperately needed by ouir
confused and misled ignorant world of today, which
seeks happiness where none can ever be found, in things
of this fleeting and therefore essentially unreal world,
instead of in Him who alone is infinite, eternal, good.

4. Its Own Story of the Origin

The story of the book is related by Vyasa to Suka,
and repeats the teachings given by the Lord Sankara to
Narada; in the Bhagavatam and the Santiparva,
Narada is taught by Narayana, but here greater honour
is allowed to the great Ascetic who Himself points the
immortal devotee to the Lord of Love.

First Night: Narada has studied the Vedas in
great detail, eager to learn the whole Truth, but finds in
them no real satisfaction. So he goes to Kedarnath in
the Himalayas, and there does * penance * for a thousand
years until he hears a Voice warning him that such
asceticism is useless and he should rather go at once to
get devotion from Sankara as his Guru. At this
moment Narada's divine father, Brahma^ appears, to-
gether with his brother, Sanatkumara; Brahma explains
in full the vanity of mere loveless acts of ( penance *,
and then tells. in full the story of bow ^ Brahman boy